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An accountant by profession, Dean Wingrin has had an interest in aviation since childhood,
collecting articles and taking photos at airports and air shows whenever he could. His photographs
and articles are regularly published in local and international journals and aviation magazines. He

also acts as a consultant to various print, radio, TV and internet journalists and investigative

programmes. He served his national service in the South African Air Force and was Honorary
Secretary and Treasurer of the Cape Town branch of the Friends of the SAAF Museum for almost
20 years. He is founder and webmaster of the popular unofficial SAAF website (www.
saairforce.co.za), a site he set up in 1996 as a result of his interest in the SAAF. The website
provides a detailed background on the SAAF and its current activities and is viewed as the premier
website on the air force. Dean is also a director of the South African Aviation Foundation Museum
Ltd, a non-profit company formed to preserve the SAAF’s aviation heritage through, inter alia,
physical and financial assistance to the SAAF Museum at Air Force Base Ysterplaat in Cape
Town.
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‘A lonely impulse of delight

Drove to this tumult in the clouds’
W.B. Yeats

To my wife Jodi,
thanks for the encouragement



Lest We Forget
Roy Maughan-Brown
Observer (Navigator), 60 Squadron, 1944

How young they were when off they set,
Against a strong and vicious foe:
They’d volunteered to face the threat,
Not knowing what they’d undergo.
Lest we forget,
Lest we forget.

In battle lines the foe they met,
On land, at sea or in the air,

As comrades true their fears offset,
By knowing each would do his share.
Lest we forget,

Lest we forget.

Scenarios of scare and sweat,

And knowing something may go wrong,
And if it does, that deep regret,
Survivors carry thence lifelong.

Lest we forget,
Lest we forget.

Too many friends in Deaths gazette,
Those who returned feel yet that guilt,
How do we recompense that debt,
Recapture some of life that’s spilt?
We can’t forget,

We mayn’t forget.

For we their mates still need to let,
Our lives be lived for them in part.
Keep faith that somehow they may get,
To share our world through common heart.
Lest we forget,

Lest we forget.
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Foreword

Many, many years ago on a cold winters evening, sitting around a crackling fire that
cast flickering light onto the rapt faces of my family, I listened to my uncle tell of
his adventures in South West Africa in the First Word War. It was a gripping tale
and | was enthralled. But the stories were never recorded. And now, my uncle has
passed on and my memory has become fuzzy. The details have been lost. And once
again an important part of our history is missing.

Over the years, as | have listened to the stories of people who were participants
in combat operations, 1 have come to realize that the participants experience
operations as if in a tunnel. They see that which is in their immediate proximity, but
the experience is strictly fixed by time and place. This is why another participant,
in a different locality or at a different time, may have a vastly different view of the
conflict.

These different experiences are of great value to subsequent historians who need
to read the stories of the participants and to analyse the stories collectively in order
to come to an accurate conclusion. Hopefully, true history.

Obviously, the more material the historian has to work with, the more the history
is likely to be accurate. This is the reason why | have encouraged members of the
South African Air Force to write down their stories.

All the members of the SAAF, of all mustering, have stories to tell. Some very
remarkable stories, some mundane. But the stories are not easily told. When the beer
is flowing and old friends reminisce, the stories are sometimes more easily related.
Otherwise we often know someone for years but never hear his story.

The SAAF Association, Port Elizabeth branch and the SAAF Association,
Durban branch have been successful in putting the stories of some of their members
into print. For this they are commended. We are also fortunate in having several
retired SAAF people who have written and published books on the SAAF, or on
their experiences in the SAAF. But there is still a vast untapped body of stories
which should be recorded.

For this reason I greatly value this project of Dean Wingrin’s. The stories cover
a time span of ninety years. The hardware varies greatly. The technology advances
are stupendous. But the constant in the stories is the dedication of the people. They
are all really special!

Perhaps we should be mindful of the fact that particularly in the case of the
Border War, which has been the subject of much Marxist propaganda, we need to
remind the doubters that those who were there know the truth.

Lieutenant-General (Ret.) Denis Earp SSA, SD, SOE, SM
Former Chief of the South African Air Force (1984-88)



